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Article Text: 

Boy Scouts return from England with international perspective 

A local Scout troop connected with teens from Asia, Europe and Africa at the 21st World Boy Scout Jamboree. 

BY DANNY ADLER 

COURIER TIMES 

When a group of local Boy Scouts went to England to celebrate the centennial of the Scouting movement, they brought as their "currency" a bundle of patches that made other Scouts' mouths water. 

"We wanted to find what the most American thing was, and we decided [on] hamburgers," said Zach Jenkins, 15, who had the large patch, which depicted a sesame-seeded bun overflowing with lettuce and tomato, stitched onto his left sleeve. 

"The hamburger patch was a big deal," Brian Chatot, 14, added. 

Zach and Brian, along with fellow Scout Jason Caporale, 14, members of Langhorne's Boy Scout Troop 19, returned Wednesday from two weeks at the 21st World Boy Scout Jamboree in Hylands Park, Chelmsford, England. There, they celebrated the 100th anniversary of the Scouting movement, started by Robert Baden-Powell, with 40,000 Scouts and staff from more than 150 countries. 

The boys, who all attend Neshaminy schools, imme! rsed themselves in British culture and connected with other teenage boys - and girls, much to the boys' pleasure - from Africa, Asia and Europe. 

While the boys did the usual Scout activities - camping, rafting and rappelling - they were struck by what they learned about other cultures. 

Part of the jamboree looked like some sort of international trading post, they said, with the kids trading their own Boy Scout uniform shirts (Mom's patch stitching and all) for everything from foreign troop patches to Chinese kimonos and exotic Scout regalia from around the globe. 

On Thursday, inside the troop's meeting room at Gillam and Bellevue avenues, the three jetlagged Scouts showed off some of the souvenirs. There was a neckerchief signed by 100 Scouts; patches representing troops from Lebanon, Italy and Guatemala as well as personalized business cards with contact information so the boys can keep in touch with their new globe-spanning network of pals. 

The j! amboree's theme was "One World, One Promise," and many Scouts wore rub ber bracelets, like Lance Armstrong's ubiquitous "Livestrong" bracelets, with "Creating a better world," inscribed in five different languages. 

"It was pretty cool," Zach said. "It said it in five languages, but it all meant the same." 

The three also sent postcards to Jason's father, who is serving in Iraq with the National Guard. 

They will donate the tents and sleeping bags they used in England to Haitian Scouts, they said. 

The kids learned about the world's religions, children's and women's rights, HIV and AIDS and modern-day slavery. 

Of course, the jamboree was full of good-natured shenanigans, too, they said. 

Jason recalled an activity in which teams had to create their own rafts and search for plastic balls in a reservoir. When the search was complete, kids swept in like pirates and attacked each others' rafts. 

Danny Adler can be reached at 215-949-4205 or dadler@phillyBurbs.com. 

SCOUTS 

Copyright 2007 Bucks County Courier Times
Record Number: 11AFF77560494240


